In 1942, Nutting purchased the tiny gray cottage. During
his lengthy tenure, minor changes were made, but the house
remained much like it was when first built.

Three years ago, it was one of the oldest structures still
standing in the area, albeit in a sad state of disrepair. When
others had determined it too expensive to refurbish, and
friends thought he was ‘absolutely nuts’ to consider moving
it to salvage the dying structure, Busk was inspired to work
his creative magic. “I knew there was enough to save because
someone important once lived there,” explains Busk.

“Essentially, I get handed the guts and the frame,” says
Busk, who has seemingly evolved as the point person for

Southwest Florida historic homes that others have given up on.
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This is his fifth such project, and Busk has established a
‘retirement village’ of sorts in Bonita Springs — in the
vicinity of Tennessee Street and Pennsylvania Avenue — just
off Old 41, for the dying homes he restores. It was one of the
few neighborhoods Busk could find that still reflected
something of Old Florida.

Uneven floors, moving the decrepit house to a new location
less than a mile away, termites and the relentless round of
permits were among the many challenges Busk faced with
the remodel. Immediately after he purchased the home,
there were more trials: Hurricane Wilma, rain damage and
missing floors, windows and doors — pilfered by those who
thought the home was surely on its way to a landfill.
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